Materials. Malonyl chloride, CH 2 Cl 2 (P 2 O 5 , under N 2 ) and toluene (NaH, under N 2 ) were distilled prior to use; the over solvents were used as received.
Compound 2. To a solution of C 60 (47.5 mg, 0.066 mmol) in dry toluene (50 ml), was added 9,10-dimethylanthracene (136 mg, 0.660 mmol). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 6 h, and 3 (1.00 g, 0.660 mmol), DBU (129 µl, 0.863 mmol) and CBr 4 (219 mg, 0.660 mmol) were added. The reaction mixture was stirred for 5 days and evaporated to dryness. Purification of the solid residue first by CC (toluene/AcOEt 9:1) and afterwards by preparative HPLC (toluene/AcOEt 98:2) gave 2 (9.0 mg, 1.4%) with a purity of 97% (HPLC). 88, 164.54, 164.50, 163.71, 162.79, 161.86, 158.71, 155.51, 149.75, 145.73, 141.07, 140.73, 138.61, 138.57, 134.49, 132.60, 131.73, 131.64, 129.00, 128.19, 128.07, 128.02, 127.69, 127.62, 127.59, 127.37, 126.48, 122.17, 121.86, 120.64, 120.61, 114.74, 110.28, 110.24, 105.47, 105.41, 100.07, 73.05, 69.08, 68.53, 68.04, 53.40, 34.58, 31.81, 29.37, 29.29, 29.23, 28.93, 28.90, 28.28, 26.05, 26.00, 25.50, 25.45, 22.65, 16.44, 14.09, 13.70, 11.30 . UV-Vis (λ max in nm (ε in l·mol -1 ·cm -1 ), CH 2 Cl 2 ): 335 (56000), 380 (10500), 444 (2900).
Pitch determination. The helical pitch ρ was determined by POM, by measuring the number of pitch bands per unit length in the chiral nematic phase in a thin preparation of the material sandwiched between untreated microscope slide and coverslip. For 2 and 3, it was carried out by annealing the sample a few degrees centigrade below the isotropization point until the Grandjean plane and pseudo-focal conic textures were obtained; the microscope slide was suddenly cooled to room temperature by removing it from the hot-stage and the photomicrographs recorded. By following this procedure, the textures of the chiral nematic phase were frozen in the glassy state. For 4, the preparation was heated to near the isotropization point (132˚C) to obtain the Grandjean plane texture and fingerprint defects. The preparation was taken out of the hot-stage and the photomicrographs recorded before the sample crystallized (typically within 1.5 min). Therefore, the measured pitch values correspond, on the lower limit, to near the crystallisation temperature (100 ˚C). 
